
this great event. 
Thanks for all your hard 
work! 

On Saturday, March 
15th, New Life opened 
up its doors for our an-
nual Easter Egg Hunt. 
Over 180 people from 
the community came 
out to enjoy the festivi-

ties, which included 
music, a snack, a great 
Easter message, a spe-
cial guest from our VBS 
program, and of 
course, the Easter Egg 
Hunt itself. 

Events like this couldn’t 
happen without our 
awesome New Life Vol-
unteers, who work so 
hard to put these things 
together. A special 
shout out goes to Tom 
and Shirley Lewis, who 
planned and organized 
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John Tasch is coming to  
Herkimer Saturday, 
March 29, 2008, to do an 
amazing kid’s event from 
9a.m. to noon for Chil-
dren Kindergarten 
through 6th Grade. 
 
It will be a morning full 
of excitement, high-
energy, action-packed 

presentation that will 
keep them on the edge 
of their seat, creatively 
illustrated messages that 
teach practical truths a 
child can understand 
and apply! 
 
Prepare to be amazed!! 
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also our time.  The 
first part of our day, 
our week, and the first 
portion of our finances 
must all go to God.  
When we give Him 
our firstfruits we are 
acknowledging that 
God is first in our 
lives, and in doing this 
with the right heart,  
we will be blessed by 
God in other areas of 
our life.  God even 
asks us to test Him in 
Malachi 3:10---"Bring 
the whole tithe into the 
storehouse, that there 
may be food in my 
house.  Test me in 
this"  says the Lord 
Almighty, "and see if I 
will not throw open the 
floodgates of Heaven 
and poor out so much 
blessing that you will 
not have room enough 
for it." 
Before our walk to-
gether as a Christian 
family we had dug 
ourselves into a huge 
financial hole.  For the 
last 4 years we have 
been trying to get out 
of that hole, only to 
sink a little deeper.  
We were of the mind 
set that we couldn't 
even pay our bills--
how could we possibly 
afford to tithe?  We 
gave what we could, 

In being fairly new in 
our Christian walk to-
gether as a family, we 
have been extremely 
excited to learn and 
absorb anything we 
can that helps us to 
grow spiritually.  The 
most exciting and life 
changing for us so far 
has been "The 
Blessed Life" series.  
Reading the book and 
seeing the video se-
ries in church has 
both opened our eyes 
and changed our 
hearts. 
The most important 
principle of the book 
for us was the princi-
ple of firstfruits.  The 
way Robert Morris-
(author of the book 
"The Blessed Life") 
explains the principle, 
is so powerful, yet so 
simple.  The first of 
EVERYTHING be-
longs to God.  Not 
only our finances but 

always feeling that 
God would under-
stand our situation.  
"The Blessed Life"  
has opened our eyes 
to see that WE are the 
ones who didn't un-
derstand.  Since going 
through the series we 
know now that we 
can't afford not to 
tithe.  We had to start 
from somewhere.  We 
decided it may as well 
be right here and now.  
We made a commit-
ment to God and our-
selves that we will be 
faithful in the giving of 
our firstfruits.  We still 
have the same bills,  
and actually slightly 
less income, yet we 
are managing to tithe 
and pay off bills we 
were never able to 
pay before.  God is 
providing. 
We used to always 
talk about how great it 
would be to be debt 
free, and all the differ-
ent things we could 
buy, places we could 
go, things we could 
have.  Now we are 
making life style 
changes to become 
debt free.  Now we 
talk about how great it 
will be when the time 
comes that we can 
give above and be-
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yond our tithe and be 
able to give extra to 
bless others.  When 
looking around and see-
ing the poverty and help 
needed right here in the 
Mohawk Valley it feels 
so good knowing that 
we are playing a part in 
impacting some of those 
lives.   Without the 
church and finances it 
could not be done.  
God has blessed us al-
ready by the mere fact 
that our eyes and hearts 
have been opened.  We 
give because God has 
commanded it of us.  
We give because we 
are excited to make a 
difference.  We give to 
spread the love of Jesus 
Christ throughout our 
community and ulti-
mately the world.  We 
now understand the im-
portance of our "hearts" 
in tithing, realizing that 
our true reward will 
come with where, and 
how we spend eternity.  
 "The Blessed Life" has 
changed our lives.  We 
pray that everyone read-
ing this has, or will have 
the opportunity for the 
same experience,  and 
will open their eyes 
ands hearts to what God 
has called us ALL to do. 
  
-Angela & David Bright 
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Do you like to get 
gifts? Think “Oprah’s 
Big Give” is the great-
est?  God is way 
ahead of Oprah.  
Oprah gives them 
money to give away.  
God has given you so 
much more to give!  
Did you know that 
God said when you 
accepted Him He 
gave you at least one 
SPIRITULAL GIFT?  
And that it is not for 
you, but for you to use 
for the benefit of oth-
ers?  Even before you 
were saved he gave 
you many other gifts.  

He made you with a 
unique PERSONAL 
STYLE.  He gave you 
many TALENTS and 
ABILITIES.  He gave 
you a PASSION con-
cerning certain issues 
– a desire or drive to 
do certain things.  
God gave you a 
unique set of past EX-
PERIENCES, too, to 
share with others.  
Oprah is offering con-
testants an opportu-
nity to give to others.  
God offers you oppor-
tunity to give to oth-
ers, too.  In the church 
we call it ministry – 

ministering to others 
inside and outside the 
church body. 
We are ahead of 
Oprah, too, because 
we are giving you 
NETWORK.  NET-
WORK is a way to find 
out some of what God 
has given you to min-
ister with.  We talk 
about all of the things 
highlighted above.  
Network allows you to 
develop a Servant 
Profile for yourself (an 
outline or “big picture” 
view of which ministry 
or ministries you are 
best suited for).  It 

also gives you an idea 
of where you would 
best fit in ministry in 
our church body.  
There is even coach-
ing available after the 
course to hone your 
Servant Profile even 
more. 
If you missed the first 
NETWORK course, 
don’t miss the next 
one.  All of us at New 
Life need you and 
what God has given 
you for us. 
 
- Richard Candella 

Interdependence.  We 
are all interdependent.  
We, as members of 
the body of Christ, are 
interdependent upon 
each other; we are 
mutually dependent 
upon all other mem-
bers of the church to 
function.  What would 
your body be like if the 
lungs didn’t work, or if 
the heart didn’t work, 
or if the bladder didn’t 
work?  Each body part 
has a function. It has 
a purpose. Without 

that part completing 
its purpose, then prob-
lems can and will oc-
cur. 
We have a purpose. 
God gave each of us 
spiritual gifts, which 
we are supposed to 
use to advance His 
kingdom.  The Net-
working Spiritual Gifts 
class, which has been 
the Wednesday night 
advancement class, 
has been introducing 
the participants to 
their spiritual gifts.  

God gave each mem-
ber of His kingdom at 
least one spiritual gift. 
Some members have 
been given more than 
one. It all depends on 
the purpose that God 
has for that person’s 
life. 
This class also gives 
the participants the 
opportunity to sit down 
with a coach and de-
termine the best place 
to begin becoming ac-
tive with their spiritual 
gifts. Getting started is 

one of the hardest 
things to do.   
What is your spiritual 
gift? Where do you 
belong in the body of 
Christ?  Are you living 
up to your maximum 
potential in Christ?  
Perhaps you should 
take the next spiritual 
gifts class and find 
out. 

 
  

- Marrick McDonald 
Spiritual Gift: Creative 
Communication 
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The Sea of Galilee can 
be fierce at times.  Even 
today it can produce 20 
foot waves that punish 
boats that dare chal-
lenge it during a storm.  
The ships of 2000 years 
ago stood even less of a 
chance.  However, this 
is where we find Jesus 
and his Disciples in 
Luke chapter 8.    
I’m sure you know the 
story.  Jesus decided 
that he wanted to cross 
the Sea of Galilee to get 
to the other side of the 
lake.  He also decided 
that it would be a great 
time for a nap!  They all 
climbed aboard the ship 
and set sail.  Jesus, a 
man of faith and peace, 
went to bed!  The rest of 
them, however, watched 
as the winds picked up, 
the waves grew larger, 
and water began to fill 
the ship.   
At times like this, the 
people of God have two 
choices; 1) walk in fear, 
anxiety, and confusion, 
or 2) walk in faith and 
trust God.  They ran 
down stairs and woke 
Jesus up yelling 
“Master, Master, we’re 
going to drown!”   Which 
walk do you think they 
were moving in?  Jesus, 
quickly and effortlessly 
commanded the waves 
and the winds to stop 
and then said “Where is 
your faith?”.    
It’s easy to look at this 

story and think “They 
had Jesus with them!  
Why where they so 
afraid!?”   After all, 
they’ve already seen 
Him heal the sick and 
raise the dead.  They 
know he has power from 
God.   It is also easy to 
fault the people of Israel 
for not trusting God at 
the Red Sea. After all, 
they’ve seen Him pro-
vide food, water, and 
freedom in spite of in-
surmountable odds.   
Just like the 12 disciples 
had Jesus with them in 
their midst, the Israelites 
had God in the form of  
cloud and fire.  God was 
with both groups in real, 
tangible ways!.  Yet they 
lacked faith.   
So here we sit in 2008.  
Most of us don’t have a 
huge body of water to 
deal with like they did, 
but we have a host of 
other problems that 
would like to produce 
fear in us.  We have the 
threats of terrorists 
plaguing us every day. 
Iran is developing nu-
clear weapons, Pakistan 
(who already has them) 
is in turmoil.  Also, there 
is a crisis in the mort-
gage industry, the US 
dollar is fading fast, oil/ 
gas prices are soaring 
along with heating bills, 
the world is in a com-
plete moral decline, oh 
and if that wasn’t bad 
enough some idiot just 
cut you off on the way to 
work!  The nerve!   
Sometimes, it’s easy for 
us to look around at the 

world and fall into the 
same despair and fear 
that they felt in the Bi-
ble.  You might want to 
say, “But come on, they 
had God / Jesus physi-
cally with them at all 
times.  It should have 
been easier for them to 
have faith!”.   It is true 
that God was with them 
in a physical way, but 
today, we have some-
thing that they didn’t.  
Not only is God with us, 
He is IN US!.  Ephe-
sians tells us that all the 
fullness of God is in us.  
Jesus said that we will 
be doing greater works 
than what he did.  As 
born again Christians 
we have the Holy Spirit 
working is us developing 
spiritual gifts and equip-
ping us to do greater 
things than what Jesus 
did on the Earth.   
It makes me think about 
Brother Johansson’s 
sermons during the Holy 
Spirit Conference.  He 
told us that  
1) We are suppose to 

become brilliant dia-
monds in a back-
drop of darkness.   

2) In order to be the 
shining beacon of 
light in a time of 
darkness, we need 
to be obedient to 
God.  

Look at Israel.  Every 
time they decided to 
obey God and walk in 
faith, they prospered.  
Through obedience to 
God, they conquered 
their enemies and even-
tually became the most 

powerful nation in the 
land.  Look at the 12 
disciples.  Through obe-
dience to God and walk-
ing in faith, they re-
ceived the Holy Spirit in 
Acts chapter 2 and com-
pletely changed the 
world.  We exist today 
because of 12 men who 
trusted and obeyed 
God.   
It’s so easy to get fo-
cused on the darkness 
around us.  It’s easy to 
become full of fear and 
anxiety.  The devil just 
loves it!  It paralyzes the 
people of God.   God is 
calling New Life church 
to move forward.  Re-
member the message, 
it’s time to move from 
HERE to THERE.  But 
the only way we can do 
that is through trust and 
obedience to God.  Let 
the storms come!  If we 
trust and obey God, 
they can’t touch us.  The 
Bible says “No weapons 
formed against us shall 
prosper” and “greater is 
He who is in us than he 
who is the world!”   
So I encourage you to 
look past what we see 
around us and focus on 
Him, the author and fin-
isher of our faith.  If the 
storms come, Jesus is 
there with us to get us 
through.  As we move 
forward in 2008, it’s vi-
tally important that we 
walk together in faith 
and see the vision that 
God has for New Life 
Church. 
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How long have you 
been a Christian? 
I’ve been a Christian 
for 25 years. 
 

How long have you 
been coming to New 
Life?  
About 15-16 years. 
 

How long have you 
been involved with 
the Food Pantry?  
Six years. 
 

Why did you get in-
volved with the Food 
Pantry?  

I wanted to help in the 
function of the pantry, 
working at the 
[Compassion] Coali-
tion, picking up the 
food, sorting out the 
food and making up 
the bags, and help with 
the giveaway. I enjoy 
helping where those in 
need can benefit and 
helps is one of my gifs. 
 

What has been your 
best experience while 
working with the 

Food Pantry?  
I’ve enjoyed working 
with all the volunteers 
in each category. I’ve 
enjoyed watching how 
it’s grown over the 
years and how God 
has blessed the pantry 
and all the people in it. 
I’m excited in thinking 
about what the Lord 
has planned for it in 
the future. 
 

Is there anything you 
would like to say to 

anyone 
who might be 

interested in getting 
involved with the 
Food Pantry?  
I’d like to thank all the 
volunteers who give of 
their time and make 
the pantry work, all the 
Coalition workers, the 
drivers, those who 
help sort and make 
bags, and those who 
come forth fully every 
month to hand out and 
greet the community. 
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1. Discover that this is God’s place for you - Door way 

Take some time to get a feel for New Life on Sundays and at our other programs. Talk to Pastor 
or a leader to learn more about  New Life. 

 

2. Take Pastor’s Foundations Course - Joining the F amily  
      (Foundations Course starts April 6th - sign u p now!)  

This course is designed to help you grow spiritually, understand New Life better and point you 
toward a place of service in New  Life Church. 

 

3. Take the Network Course - Taking Responsibility in the Family 
This course is designed to help you understand how God created you and where you fit into the 
Body of Christ. The goal of this course is to see you serving joyfully and productively in New 
Life according to your spiritual gifts. 

 

4. Spiritual Advancement Course  - Growing up in the Family 
New Life believes all Christians should grow and continue to mature in Christ. We offer courses 
periodically during the year to help people grow in target areas of their spiritual life. 

 

5. Leadership Development - Showing Others the Path way 
Join the leadership team in one of the ministries of New Life.    Pastor offers Leadership training 
times throughout the year to help the leaders stay spiritually fresh and on the cutting edge of 
God’s will for their lives and ministries. 
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YOUNG ADULTS! So you’re out of high school, and in the prime of your life. You’re ready to get 
out there and make your mark on the world! Join the young adult group and meet with people your 
age who are seeking after God, and looking to make a difference! Oh yeah, and it’s fun too! Talk to 
Angela Pileggi for more information. 

MEN! Have your “Guy’s Morning Out” on the 3rd Saturday of every month at 8:30am here at the 
church. You’ll get a delicious breakfast, and have a chance to meet with other men to talk about the 
stuff that affects you and the unique needs you face as a Christian man trying to do things God’s 
way! 

EXPERIENCED AT LIFE PEOPLE! You’ve lived a good life, and you love it! Join the Silver 
and Gold group! After all, retirement just means you have more time to do the fun stuff you love to 
do, so share it with some friends! 

PRAYING PEOPLE! Like to pray for people? Join one of our prayer teams! You don’t have to be 
a person that can pray for hours on end, you just have to have a desire to see God move in and 
change peoples’ lives! Talk to Mike Sweet for more information. 

PEOPLE WHO LIKE TO BE WITH PEOPLE!  Looking for a group of people that you can 
develop close friendships with, study God’s Word with, share with, pray with, laugh and sometimes 
cry with? Join one of our LIFE Groups! Talk to Tom Pileggi for more information. 

TODDLERS! Tell your parents to bring you to the Nursery right after the worship portion of our 
service for Bible stories and fun! 

KIDS! 
Children’s Church—Kids! Come to the Children’s Church room right at the beginning of church for 
worship, teaching, and activities that are designed just for you! 
 
SuperChurch—Kids! Come with your parents on Wednesday nights, and join SuperChurch in the 
Children’s Church room for more great stuff just for you! 

TEENS! Are you alive and loving life? That’s VITALITY! Come to V-Church Sunday nights from 5-
7pm to meet with people your own age and talk about the stuff that’s really important to you as a 
teenager seeking to grow in Christ! 
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HANDY PEOPLE! If you 
love to work with your hands, 
or wish you knew how to work 
with your hands, come on out 
to Carpenter’s Helpers on the 
2nd Saturday of every month 
at 8:00am. Share your handy-
person experiences with oth-
ers, or learn from the masters! 
Either way, we’ll all work to-
gether to make sure New Life 
keeps looking great! Talk to 
Seth Hanson for more infor-
mation. 

SERVING PEOPLE! We 
always have a need for people 
with the heart of Jesus; a heart 
to serve. Get involved with our 
fellowship team to prepare 
snacks and drinks for after the 
service to help build commu-
nity in the church, or one of our 
cleaning teams to help keep 
the church a clean and wel-
coming place for people to 
meet with God! Talk to Sharon 
Rhodes for more information. 

FRIENDLY PEOPLE! Are 
you one of those people that 
makes friends everywhere you 
go? Going to Wal-Mart for 
eggs and milk takes you two 
hours because you keep run-
ning into people you know? 
Consider joining our usher and 
greeter team, and use your 
great personality to welcome 
people into the House of God! 
Talk to Kim Marryott for more 
information. 

COMPASSIONATE PEO-
PLE! Does it break your 
heart to know that there are 
people in our community going 
hungry? Do you wish you 
could do something about it? 
Join our Food Pantry team 
and help meet a basic human 
need, while sharing the love of 
God! Talk to Sharon Rhodes 
for more information. 

MUSICAL PEOPLE! Have 
musical talent? Love to wor-
ship God and lead other peo-
ple in worshipping God? Think 
about joining the worship 
team! They’re an integral part 
of our Sunday morning ser-
vice. They have a lot of fun 
together, and they’re passion-
ate about God, and helping 
others enter in to God’s pres-
ence! Talk to Gina Paoni for 
more information. 

TECHNICAL PEOPLE! 
Do you like technology? Enjoy 
working with computers, video 
equipment and sound equip-
ment, or wish you knew how 
to? Join the tech team, and 
put your passion to work to 
help people worship and learn 
about God! Talk to Jeff Aulisi 
for more information. 
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NURSERY! 
Is it important to you that our 
kids learn about the love of 
Jesus early in life? Then join 
our nursery team! Make a dif-
ference in our kids’ lives early, 
and they’ll always remember 
the part you played in leading 
them to Jesus! Talk to Cindy 
Brewer or Joann Jansen for 
more information. 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH! 
Love VBS and wish you could 
do it all year round? Join our 
great Children’s Church team, 
for lots of fun and excitement 
while we teach our kids all 
about Jesus! Talk to Joann 
Jansen for more information. 

NOT QUITE SURE 
WHERE YOU FIT IN? 
 
Sign up for the next NET-
WORK course, and learn 
about your God-given gifts, 
passions, and personality for 
ministry! 


